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Get Essex Moving

The prince was there to look at a

regeneration project supported by

the Prince’s Regeneration Through

Heritage Initiative. Mistley Maltings,

is a Grade II listed building and

dates back from the 19th century
when Mistley was a major centre in
the East Anglian malting trade. 

Prince Charles first came to the
building in 1997, where he chaired a
meeting with key stakeholders at
which it was agreed to develop a
proposal for the sustainable re-use of
the building. As a result of this
meeting a partnership was set up
between Essex County Council,
Tendring District Council, Mistley
Parish Council, Trent Wharfage, local
residents and organisations, and The
Prince’s Regeneration Through
Heritage Initiative. The proposal for
the building include residential,
office, craft workshops, restaurant
and community uses.

Royal Mistley
The Prince of Wales made a return visit to Mistley in April when the

Royal Train pulled into the station. Prince Charles was greeted on the

platform by the Lord Lieutenant of Essex and ‘one’ business director for

the route; Richard Clark. Prince Charles then met and talked with local

schoolchildren and villagers in the entrance to the station. 



Gainsborough Line Action Group
A meeting of the
Gainsborough Line Action
Group was held in the
Sudbury Town Council’s
Mayors Parlour on 14th July. 
A presentation was received
on the Community Rail 
Partnership Survey 2003.

Amongst the items 
discussed were:
●  The proposal to have 

an office at Chappel Station. 
●  The draft of the Ale Trail

Leaflet and the updates to
the website – www.esscrp.org

●  The completed repairs to the
Community Notice Board and
arrangements for flower tub

watering and litter clearance
at Sudbury Station were also
mentioned.

A survey of the Bures Station
users in connection with the
use of the car park is under
consideration.

New Projects Proposals that
were discussed are:

●  Extra Notice Boards at Marks
Tey, Bures and Sudbury
Stations. Refurbishment of the
Ladies Toilets at Chappel
Station.

●  Improved signage to Bures
Station and signage from
Sudbury Station to the Quay
Basin by foot.

●  Flower planting and fence
repairs at Bures Station.

The next meeting is on 13th
October in Marks Tey, at
7.00pm, and is open to all
interested parties, please call
Bryan Harker on 01206 397061
for further details. 

Editors Comments
It seems no time at all since the last issue of the

CRP newsletter was being organised and yet we still

find much to tell you about. It has been a very busy

six months for everyone, completing outstanding

schemes, starting new ones and attending the many

events over the summer. Watch out for posters for

the CRP Santa trains for this year as dates have not

yet been finalised. 

Many thanks must go to all
those volunteers who have
assisted us in our efforts this
year, from tending gardens at
Mistley station to assisting with
the Mayflower line 150th
celebrations. 

The summer also saw the start
of the Cycle Hire project at

Southminster station and new
customer notice boards on the
Gainsborough line. 

We have an apology to make to
the people of Althorne for the
misspelling in the last issue of
Local Lines and to one person
in particular. The gremlins got
in the works I think.

Finally to all those people

who receive our newsletter

we hope you enjoy reading

it. Tell us if you find the

new style of the newsletter

both interesting to read

and useful.



For the second year running
The Essex and South Suffolk
Community Rail Partnership
(ESSCRP) supported the 
8th Bures Music Festival.
In conjunction with ‘one’ Great
Eastern, the ESSCRP promoted
the event and a re launch of
the Gainsborough Line at Marks
Tey station on 25th June. 
Travellers were treated to a
live Jazz band playing amongst
other tunes…the A train. 
This promotion received
extensive local press coverage
and was featured in the Drive
Time programme on BBC
Radio Suffolk that evening.
After the success of last year,
the organisers had to think
hard at ways of improving the
quality of the music on display
over the festival.
With such acts as Dr Feelgood
on the Friday, the Blue Harlem
band on the Saturday and the
renowned Karen Sharp quintet
and Jacqui Dankworth and
Brother Alec on the Sunday,
how could they go wrong.
All those who braved the
elements, including the
Campers, enjoyed some of the
highest quality bands ever to
have played at the festival and
in such a beautiful country
environment.
A big thank you must go to
the organisers, who give their
services and time free,
enabling them to give around
£14,000 to local charities. 

Jazzby the Stour
8th to 11th July, Bures 
(Well actually in Bures St Mary)

With a large number of
exhibitors, including Mercedes-
Benz of Colchester, the main
sponsor, there was plenty to
interest for all age groups
including a wide range of
information relating to
conservation and
environmental care.

The well known Naturalist,
author and Broadcaster Chris
Packham gave a talk on his
‘Cabinet of Curiosity’ and there
was another talk on ‘The Truth
about Conservation’.

There were Arts and Crafts
demonstrations and
performances of music and
dance by local groups. 

The Essex Young Farmers Clubs
gave a show and the ECC
Mobile Library had books on
board about conservation and
environmental subjects. 

Stalls for Coconut Shy, Bowling,
Face Painting, Magicians,
Farmers Market, Cakes,
Jewellery, Plants, Clothes and
Toys were on hand and not
forgetting Farmer Bill’s Ice
Cream. The ESSCRP was also
present with lots of give aways.

In spite of the weather, the two
days proved to be a great day
for everyone and some even
brought a picnic….

This year saw the 1st Colne
Valley Festival, which was held
on the Chappel Millennium
Green and supported by the
Essex & South Suffolk
Partnership (ESSCRP).

One of the regions mainline
railway station has undergone a
facelift to its facilities.

The improvements which have
been timed to fit in with the
Ipswich Tunnel closure
passengers using Manningtree
station will now benefit from a
new bus shelter, improved cycle
parking, security mirrors in the
underpass, re-lining of the
approach road to assist better
bus to rail movements, a new
waiting room and a new ticket
window. The improvements
follow investments from
Network Rail, Essex County
Council and the Essex & South
Suffolk CRP.

The Ipswich tunnel is due to
reopen in September after
alterations costing £5 million.

Engineers will lower the track to
enable larger 9'6" freight
containers to use the tunnel. UK
rail infrastructure currently caters
for 8'6" containers, but there is
an international trend towards
using the larger version. 
In addition to the tunnel work, 
a significant amount of additional
track, signalling and overhead
power line maintenance work will
also be carried out between
Ipswich and Manningtree to take
advantage of the tunnel closure,
with the aim of providing further
improvements to route
infrastructure.

Manningtree improvement launch

The Colne Valley
Festival 26th & 27th June



15th August 1854 saw the
official opening of the
Manningtree to Harwich Town
line. 150 years later that
opening was celebrated with
the festivities starting at
Manningtree station with a
Pipe Band and a Town Crier
greeting the Mayor of
Manningtree. 

The invited guest then left by
train for Harwich with the
Mayor of Harwich joining along
the way. As the train pulled
into Harwich Town it was

greeted with a gun salute and
members of the Harwich society
dressed in period costumes
mingled with the crowds on the
station forecourt. A Victorian
Station Master welcomed the
assembled guest and invited
the towns MP Ivan Henderson
and Mayor of Harwich Cllr Andy
Morrison to unveil the plaque
before a toast with a glass of
Bruff bitter, named after Peter
Bruff the man who brought the
railway to Harwich.

A range of railway artefacts and
original paintings were
displayed within the station

building while on the green
there was refreshments, a
bouncy castle, old railway
pictures and many other
displays to keep the visitor
occupied. The ESSCRP stand
did brisk business all day
handing out balloons, post
cards, posters and rock to
young and old alike, an open
top bus gave free rides around
the town for all to enjoy.

150 th

The residents of Wrabness
have been working hard in
creating a small community
garden and meeting place, on
an area of land that used to be
the Stationmaster’s garden. 

New Halt
at Wrabness

The area is in the centre of the
village and was covered in
brambles and completely
unusable. Volunteers cleared
and levelled the site before
planting shrubs and flowers,
the garden has a railway theme
with seating and signals and a
railway track path. 

The ESSCRP supplied the new
notice board with other funding
coming from The National
Lottery People’s Places project,
The British Trust Conservation

Volunteers (BTCV) was selected
by the Big Lottery Fund
(previously known as the New
Opportunities Fund) to run the
People’s Places Award Scheme
under their Green Spaces and
Sustainable Communities
initiative. Additional funding
and support has also been
provided by Rio Tinto and
English Nature.

The scheme is open to
community groups in rural and
urban areas across England. 

It offers groups a chance to
make a difference to their
community by creating or
improving a “people’s place”.
This could be an area of land
or a building which the group
wants to turn into an
environmental community
resource.

The garden was formally open
by the Hon. Bernard Jenkins MP
on the 12th of June.

Anniversary of the

Mayflower Line



The new train operator, ‘one’
Great Eastern, welcomes
proposals that will enhance
passenger facilities and make
stations more welcoming. As a
result plans are in hand to

provide a new passenger
shelter, so gone will be the
days of waiting for a train in
the open in a blinding blizzard. 

To provide extra security and
hopefully reduce the incidents
of vandalism, a CCTV system is
planned to cover the platform
area. Good news for the
Battlesbridge passengers.

To find out more about
schemes on the Crouch Valley
please come along to the next
action group meeting which will
be held on the 20th October at
1400 hrs in the station house at
Southminster.

Battling for Battlesbridge
For many months the Essex & South Suffolk Community Rail
Partnership, negotiated with the outgoing train operator to
improve passenger facilities at Battlesbridge station on the
Crouch Valley line. 

RESPECT DAY
Respect Day was held on the
26th August at Southminster
and the fun took place at King
George 5th Recreation field -
from noon onwards. 

The event was organised by
Maldon and South Chelmsford
PCT and it provided a
combination of information,
arts and leisure activities, and
gave advice on a wide range of
topics to children, young
people their parents and carers. 

As a result of last years
Respect project, it attracted
over 400 people, both
statutory and voluntary service
providers reported that they
are now more aware of the
benefits of using quality sports
and arts to engage people
within their services

The use of the arts
encouraged children and
young people to make
confident choices and take
responsibility for those
choices, thus enabling them to
express their views and
articulate their needs. Such
activities are very important as
this directly effects emotional
well being, confidence and
self esteem.

A variety of physical activities
were available, enabling young
people to experience activities
which they may have had little
opportunity to be involved
with. Pathways into similar
local activities are also
promoted at these events.

Circus Skills workshops, Spray
can art, a climbing wall, cycling,
football skills and kite making
were just some of the activities
on offer throughout the
afternoon.

The day was also about
gathering information on
children’s activities and services
which were available for
parents and carers.

The Essex & South Suffolk
Community Rail Partnership
were there giving out balloons,
post cards, posters, rock and
information about the four lines
within the Partnership.

Ship Ahoy
Or Ship Aground

Visitors to the event were able
to view educational literature
about our seas, rivers and the
life they support and
learn about projects
that are being tackled
locally.

The Crouch and Roach
Estuary project is one
such initiative that
was established
some 9 months
ago to produce
an Estuary
Management Plan.

In support of the European
initiative and the Crouch &
Roach Estuary project a new
publication called Waterlines
was launched during the early
part of summer.  To get more
information on projects and
Waterlines please visit the
website:
www.crouchandroach.org or
write to Water Lines, 
The Crouch and Roach Estuary
Project, The Crouch Harbour
Office, The Quay, Burnham on
Crouch, Essex, CM0 8AS. 

Low Tide day was celebrated on the 8th May, although it was
a little while ago,  the event marked a European initiative
which is designed to involve the community in raising marine
conservation awareness and delivering education on inter-
tidal habitat. 



Clacton and Walton Line Events

All year round High Woods Country Park 
(10 min walk from Colchester North Station) 01206 853588

Nov 5th Colchester Castle Park Firework Display & Bonfire 01206 282920
Dec 15th Colchester Castle Open Evening & Late Night Shopping 01206 282939
Dec 18/19th Clacton on Sea Co-op Band Concerts 01255 422117
Tendring Tourist Information Centre Tel: 01255 423400
Full details of events can be found on www.essex-sunshine-coast.org.uk or www.visitcolchester.com
or alternatively call 01255 423400

BBC Essex Events
See www.bbc.co.uk/essex/going_out/days_out

What’s on in Essex
See www.hidden-treasures.co.uk

What’s on in Suffolk
See www.suffolk.org.uk/tourism

Why not go to the events below by train.
Hourly services operate weekdays, Saturdays & Sundays (More frequent during the peak)
Train times and fares information can be obtained from national rail enquiries on 08457 48 49 50 or
www.nationalrail.co.uk
If you are travelling on Sundays please check train times as essential maintenance work is often
carried out and revised services are provided. 

Crouch Valley Line Events

All year round Battlesbridge Antiques Centre 01268 575000
www.battlesbridge.com

Oct 25/29th Pumpkin Week, Marsh Farm Country Park Sth Woodham Ferrers 01245 321552
www.marshfarmcountrypark.co.uk

Oct 30th Halloween Walk, Marsh Farm Country Park Sth Woodham Ferrers 01245 321552
www.marshfarmcountrypark.co.uk

Nov 6th Guy Fawkes Night, Marsh Farm Country Park Sth Woodham Ferrers 01245 321552
www.marshfarmcountrypark.co.uk

Nov 6/7/13/14th Thomas The Tank Weekend, Mangapps Railway Museum Burnham-on-Crouch 01621 784898
www.mangapps.co.uk

Nov 23rd Christmas Shopping Evening, Marsh Farm Country Park Sth Woodham Ferrers 01245 321552
www.marshfarmcountrypark.co.uk

Nov 27th Autumn Concert, Southminster Memorial Hall 

Dec date TBA Southminster Santa Train 01621 772001

Dec dates TBA Father Christmas on the Farm, Marsh Farm Country Park Sth Woodham Ferrers 01245 321552
www.marshfarmcountrypark.co.uk

Dec 4/5, 11/12, Santa Specials, Mangapps Railway Museum Burnham-on-Crouch 01621 784898
18/19 & 24 www.mangapps.co.uk

Easter Weekend Thomas The Tank, Mangapps Railway Museum Burnham-on-Crouch 01621 784898
2005 www.mangapps.co.uk

16th May 2005 Classic Motorcycle Show Battlesbridge Antiques Centre 01268 575000

Maldon Tourist Information Centre Tel: 01621 856503

Events List 2004



Mayflower Line Events

All Year Round Mistley Quay Workshops 01206 393884
Nov 6th Harwich Guy Carnival on the Streets of Harwich & Dovercourt 01255 506139
Nov 20th Dovercourt Choral Society Concert. St Nicholas Church Harwich. 7pm 01255 506139
Dec 2/3/4 Harwich & Dovercourt, Winter Ale Festival. Kingsway Hall, Dovercourt 01255 506139
Dec date TBA Santa Train 01255 506139

Tendring Tourist Information Centre Tel: 01255 423400
Harwich Tourist Information Centre Tel: 01255 506139

Full details of events can be found on www.essex.sunshine-coast.org.uk or www.harwich-charter-400.co.uk
or alternatively call 01255 506139 or email harwich@eetb.info or fax 01206 240570

Gainsborough Line Events

All year round River Colne Countryside Project, Colne Valley Trails, Chappel Station 01206 282478
All year round Gainsborough’s House, 46 Gainsborough Street, Sudbury CO10 6EU. 01787 372958

www.gainsborough.org

All year round The Kingfisher Leisure Centre 01787 375656
All year round River Trips on the Stour 01787 372602

www.riverstourtrust.org.uk 

Oct 3 EARM Steam Day 01206 242524
www.earm.co.uk

Oct 30 EARM Halloween Evening 01206 242524
www.earm.co.uk 

Nov 6 River Stour Trust Annual Bazaar 01787 313199
www.riverstourtrust.org.uk

Nov 7 to Dec 23 Gainsborough House a Christmas Exhibition 01787 372958 
www.gainsborough.org

Nov 6 River Stour Trust Annual Bazaar 01787 313199
www.riverstourtrust.org

Nov 20 Ipswich Model Railway Exhibition, 01473 711718
Copleston School, Copleston Road, Ipswich. IP4 5HD www.irma.freeserve.co.uk

Dec 3 Sudbury Christmas Light switch on, Street Fayre & Late Night Shopping 01787 372331
www.visit-suffolk.org.uk

Dec 11/12/18/19 EARM Santa Special Steaming 01206 242524
www.earm.co.uk

Easter Weekend EARM Days out with Thomas 01206 242524 
2005 www.earm.co.uk

Sudbury Tourist Information Centre 01787 881320



If you would like to assist us or
need further information or
additional copies of this
document, please contact one
of the following numbers.

Bryan Harker
Community Rail Partnership,
Mistley Railway Station, 
High Street, Mistley, 
CO11 1HH
Tel: 01206 397061

John Perry
Community Rail Partnership,
Station House, Station Approach,
Southminster, CM0 7EN
Tel: 01621 773895

One Great Eastern
Tel: 08459 50 50 00
(calls charged at local rate)
www.onegreateastern.com

Network Rail Helpline
Tel: 08457 114141
www.networkrail.co.uk

Traveline
Tel: 0870 6082608
(calls charged at local rate)
www.traveline.org.uk

Timetable and Fares
Tel: 08457 48 49 50

www.nationalrail.co.uk

Contacts details Additional contacts

The Essex & South Suffolk
Community Rail Partnership
has updated it’s website with
more pictures and information 

on all the home pages,
updated local line history,
cycle hire, tourist information
and revised links. 

A new publicity section has
been incorporated to provide
down loadable publicity
material and Local Lines
newsletters.

Sylvia is hoping we might be
able to help her find any
photo's of the station.  
She said it would be nice to
have some of the old photo's
if there are any of when it
opened in around 1854.

Perhaps someone has a copy
of a photo from the
newspaper of the station
being pulled down.

It would mean a great deal to
Sylvia as she now has children
of her own and she would like

them to know the history of
where she lived when she was
only five years old.

If you can help in any way,
please get in touch with
Bryan Harker at Mistley
Station.

When Mrs Sylvia Annear was a young girl her family
lived in Bradfield station from 1977 to 1982. Her two
sisters, brother and herself remember being called
the railway children. 

Can you help Sylvia re-trace
her Railway Children Past?

Revamped website www.esscrp.org

All information correct at time of going to print.


